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great stores of the classical literature had by this tune been
brought to light; printing had come to assist in their repro-
duction, instead of the slow and laborious process of hand
copying, while great as had been the wealth which his
ancestors had possessed to assist their efforts in this cause,
Leo had the still greater resources of the Papacy.

To detail all that he did in the patronage of Literature and
Art would fill a volume. The same effect was produced at
Rome as had taken place eighty years before at Florence,
when his great-grandfather Cosimo became the leading man
in that city. Scholars and artists flocked to Rome, where
such a patron was to be found. Leo founded the university
of Rome, to which he summoned a crowd of celebrated men,
and which had eighty-eight professors as teachers of various
branches of learning, and he did not rest until hs had, with
the assistance of Marcus Masurus and Aldus Manutius, estab-
lished a press at Rome for printing the works of the Greek
authors,11 which, as they issued, were corrected by the cele-
brated Giovanni Lascaris himself, who had in his earlier
years been employed in the researches of Lorenzo the Magnifi-
cent, and whom Leo now summoned to Rome to help him in
this work. Ariosto speaks in glowing terms of the gifted com-
pany of poets and learned men whom Leo gathered round
him. His own classical attainments were considerable, and
he was justly acknowledged as a judge on all such matters,
"He had a passion for all books and manuscripts, both in the
dead and living languages, and these he devoured with
avidity, remembering and quoting their contents out of an
excellent memory.*'1C Towards Art his patronage was un-
bounded, and great as was his renown, it has been held by
many that his protection of, and affection for, Raphael (who
died the year before him) "is, and always will be, Leo's best
and noblest title to fame."

The above pursuits were combined with all the amusements
of an existence frankly given up to enjoying life as much as
possible, and never showing from first to last any indication